
YEARS AND GROWING STRONG

On the very first Friday of this term, the ISCF club at Woodbrook Secondary had their first meeting. Mr. Tull, 
the principal, and Ms. McIntosh, the ISCF sponsor, continue to be sources of motivation and inspiration for the 
students. They are both ever cheerful and always have a word of encouragement for the students.

This ISCF club continues to be vibrant and very active under the leadership of Ms. McIntosh. Let us continue 
to pray for her and the students as they continue to know Christ and make Him known.
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CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS

NEW NW
SPONSORS

Warmest Christian Greetings to all.

We are approaching the end of another 
calendar year. Many folks will find themselves 
hustling and bustling with Christmas shopping 
and cleaning. Undoubtedly, in the company 
of believers we are taking special time and 
making extra efforts to remind ourselves 
and each other that Jesus is the reason for 
the season. And in the spirit of keeping good 
tradition alive, many would be thinking about 
making their Resolutions, about how they plan 
to better themselves, about becoming more 
like Christ in the New Year. In the midst of all 
that engages our time and attention for the 
Christmas Season and the New Year, I want to 
take this moment to say thank you. Thank you 
to Almighty God, to our friends and supporters, 
and to the students, teachers and staff who are 
on the front lines, doing ministry in our nation’s 
schools. 

Indeed, Almighty God has blessed us. We 
have been doing student ministry in Trinidad 
and Tobago for sixty (60) years and we are 
still growing strong! This is evidenced by the 
growth to one hundred and thirty five (135) clubs 
from ninety three (93), ten years ago. There is 
also a notable increase in the memberships 
of several clubs, as well as growth in the 
Christian maturity demonstrated, as students 
go about their various club activities. To God 

be the glory, great things He has done!

Our friends and supporters have been faithful 
in supporting our cause. We have been 
through some trying times as a ministry 
and were forced to navigate through rough 
waters. Nevertheless, it is as the Psalmist 
says in Psalms 34:19, “many are the afflictions 
of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him 
from them ALL”. Indeed, the Lord and our 
supporters, have helped us and encouraged us 
to keep on keeping on. To them we say thank 
you for your continued prayer, financial giving 
and volunteerism, without which we could not 
accomplish the task before us.

The harvest is truly ripe in our nation’s 
schools. Though they are intended to be 
places of enlightenment, as students discover 
some of the principles upon which much 
of the world operates, so often we see in 
the news headlines and on social media, 
that they can also be places of misery, 
where bullying is rampant, and so many 
walk around with hurt and anger about the 
vicissitudes of life. For many, there seems to 
be little hope, as administrators in the various 
institutions grapple with the challenges they 
face. However, we thank God that there is a 
strong and growing company of believers, 
teachers and students in IS/IVCF Clubs who 
have answered the call to be salt and light to 

their peers in the schools. They are the brave 
soldiers, on the front line, bringing hope in the 
midst of the chaos, as they dare to share their 
testimony of Jesus Christ. We also thank God 
for our hard working members of staff who 
put their heart and soul into supporting the 
various clubs and Religious Instruction (RI) 
classes, through leadership recruitment and 
training, mentoring, counselling, prayer, Bible 
study and such like to ensure the continued 
numerical and spiritual growth of the clubs. 
They are like the wheel axle of a car: they bear 
the weight of the ministry, they are integral in 
driving it forward and steering it in the right 
direction. We say to them thank you for your 
service to the King of kings. 

We have received many blessings to be 
thankful for and the promise for the future is 
bright. Glory be to God for the work He is doing 
in student ministry. May His Grace, Peace and 
Prosperity be upon us all and upon the IS/IVCF 
this Christmas Season and in the New Year. 

Your partner in His service,

Joel Chryskarsten
GENERAL SECRETARY

Great news at St. Francois Girls Secondary four (4) 
teachers joined the ISCF club this term. We now 
have seven (7) teachers who are sponsors of the 
ISCF club. Ms. Williams, Mrs. Forde, Ms. Fou Chong, 
Mrs. Ramnanan, Ms. Dabreo, Mrs. Nicholas and 
Ms. Warner. These teachers continue to let their 
light shine and mentor the young ladies who are 
members of the ISCF club. They give of their time and 
resources to ensure that the members of the ISCF 
club know Christ and are indeed building on a solid 
foundation, so that when the storms of life come, 
they will be able to stand on the solid rock, Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. Let us welcome these 
teachers to the IS/IVCF family and continue to pray 
for them as they continue to serve the Lord.

04 60TH ANNIVERSARY
DINNER

On October 29th, 2016, IS/IVCF hosted a 60th 
Anniversary Dinner at the Southern Academy of 
the Performing Arts. These photographs capture 
moments taken by both staff and some attendees. 
Did you attend the event? Email us your photos, so 
that they can be featured on the IS/IVCFtt Facebook 
page.
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ISCF CAMP
2016

HOW YOU CAN 
SUPPORT IS/IVCF

Pray for the continued student ministry 
work. Subscribe to our mailing list to 
receive our newsletter with prayer points 
at the following link:

http://eepurl.com/InOWv

You can join our volunteer team and help 
in various ways including club support, 
event planning and execution, camp staff 
etc. Email us at isivcftt@gmail.com for 
more details.

IS/IVCF is a non-governmental, not for 
profit organisation which is funded by 
the generous gifts from people like you. 
Payments can be deposited at any branch 
of RBC to account number 100081010890467 
or be made out as cheques to Inter 
School/Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
Payments can also be made online at the 
following link:

PRAY

VOLUNTEER

GIVE

https://goo.gl/k8E8zp

Call 662-5669 for more info

Have you ever wondered what can take place in 
seven days?

I was around seventeen when I attended my first 
ISCF camp. I had been a camper at my church camp 
for several years before this, but I heard from some 
school friends that ISCF camp was the place to be. 
That year I experienced one of the most influential 
seven days of my teenaged life. My home church is 
pretty conservative, so I was never exposed to such 
exuberant worship, and open displays of the power 
of the Holy Spirit as I was that week. I also witnessed 
my friends who attended with me receiving their 
breakthroughs during chapel sessions. Those seven 
days sparked a hunger in me to see the fullness of 
God’s glory. I still have that hunger in me today.

Fast forward fourteen years and I am now a camp 
counsellor with IS/IVCF. For the last four years I have 
spent at least a week each summer serving within 
the camps, meeting youths from all walks of life 
and helping to share Jesus with them. Seven days 
theoretically seems like such a short time to be with 
them; it seems like too much of a blip in the timeline 
of their life to really make an impact. However, 
the Lord has shown me through ISCF camps, that 
seven days can be the difference between time and 
eternity. Within that week, the constant contact with 
the campers feels like a lifetime. I have been privy 
to so many stories of struggle and triumph. There 
have been campers that have opened up about 
abuse, addictions, suicidal thoughts and other heavy 
personal battles. Many of them started the journey to 
deliverance during those seven days. Many of them 
found Christ for the first time and began their walk 
with him, while for others the week of saturation in 
God’s word was what they needed to rekindle their 

love for the Lord and get their lives back on the right 
path.

The beauty of camp is that seven days is never really 
only seven days. They are rather an investment in 
a relationship that extends way beyond one week. 
Past trends show that most campers become 
repeat attendees. Over the last four years I have 
seen campers come faithfully every year and have 
developed a sustained rapport with a few of them.  
Through technology many of the counsellors keep in 
touch with their campers. The seven days of camp 
each year compound the inputs of love beyond the 
camping season, allowing the campers to build 
on the revelations and spiritual growth that they 
experienced the year before.

One week in 2013, I met a very special camper who I 
bonded with through the dorm rap sessions, as I was 
her dorm counsellor. We kept in touch over the years 
and now we share in mentorship sessions together. 
I have been able to encourage her in her pursuit of 
God’s purpose for her life, and she in turn inspires 
me by her voracity for life despite challenging life 
circumstances. When I look at my experience with 
her, and at how much we have both grown through 
our interactions, I can’t help but muse about just how 
much can happen in a week.

It is interesting how God pours into us as counsellors 
while we pour out into the campers. Each year 
since I have been at ISCF camp as a counsellor, God 
has revealed another facet of my purpose to me. 
The trajectory of my life has become much more 
focussed because of these inputs. I can also safely 
say that my dearest and closest friends are my fellow 
counsellors. The incredible people that I have met 
though this ministry have become my inner circle, 
and a tremendous source of encouragement to me in 
my walk with God.

When I decided to write this article about the camp 
ministry, I became quite emotional as I reminisced on 
my experiences with camp to date. I struggled with 
how to approach the task of communicating to other 
the magnitude of the impact that camp has made in 

my life and the life of others that are close to me. 
My words seem so insufficient, but my greatest hope 
is that some of what has been impressed on my 
heart has been captured.  If I could end with a call to 
action, it would be this: “GET INVOLVED!” We need 
more hands to the plough- counsellors, sponsors, 
donors( materials and supplies), financial partners- 
the list can go on. Never underestimate the value of 
any contribution that you can make. If you have a 
heart for young people, and for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
maybe you should consider coming to the counsellor 
training sessions and getting on board. After all, as 
far as I see it, the rest of your life can be radically 
altered in one week. - Written by Liselle Coker
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PRAYer &
Praise

- Thank God for IS/IVCF, which is celebrating 60 years of ministry, this year. Please pray for the upcoming events. - Pray for continued 
good health of staff and volunteers  - Praise God for a successful 60th Anniversary Dinner at SAPA - Thank God for those who made 
commitments to volunteer and support the ministry. Pray that we gain even more support. - Pray for students who are dealing with 
depression, suicidal thoughts and other issues. Pray that they experience freedom in Christ.
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GOING FOR
GOLD

CENTRAL LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING

Leon Chin, Central volunteer staff, and Ann-Marie Harry, RI coordinator, visited some of the secondary schools 
in Central, where there is the need to rekindle the flame. At Gasparillo Secondary, they were accompanied 
by the Paralympian, Shanntol Ince, a past student of the school and past president of her ISCF Club.  With 
inspiration from Shantol Ince, we expect that the ISCF Club in Gasparillo Secondary will be ‘going for gold’.

Gasparillo Secondary ISCF teachers Nicole Nicome and Liana Fyfield with Leon Chin 
(volunteer staff) and Shanntol Ince 

On Friday 14th October, 2016, club leaders and 
potential club leaders from schools in Central and 
near South Trinidad, along with school sponsors, 
were invited to a time of fellowship and training held 
at Buffet King Restaurant, in Chaguanas.  Twenty-
six (26) students from Central Trinidad and nine (9) 
students from near South Trinidad, along with three 
teachers (sponsors), attended.

There was a PowerPoint presentation on the history 
of IS/IVCF, the doctrinal statement, and distinctives of 
the movement were outlined  and advice was given on 
the formation of clubs, the roles and responsibilities 
of club executive members and ideas for meetings.  
Greetings were brought from the General Secretary, 

who blessed the meal.  Attendees were treated to 
a sumptuous buffet lunch, which was enjoyed by all 
and there was time for fellowship and socializing 
with students of other schools.  It was decided to 
start a Whatsapp group to encourage communication 
and collaboration among the students and clubs.

07RI NEEDS
YOU

Ann-Marie Harry, ISCF National RI Coordinator, 
would like to thank God for all the new Religious 
Instruction (RI) volunteers that came on board this 
new academic year, to meet the need in several 
schools in Central.  Last term a church group that 
assisted with RI had to discontinue, leaving some 
vacancies in Central.  Thank God, the Lord of the 
Harvest sent labourers into the harvest field, to 
mitigate some of these vacancies.

There still remains a need in some Central schools, 
as well as in schools in the East, South and West of 
Trinidad.  Ann-Marie is asking that you prayerfully 
consider volunteering for this noble and important 
ministry.  

09NORTH E.
OUTREACH

This term, an outreach was hosted at Arima North 
Secondary, where ministry was conducted by 
Vanessa Briggs and Lyndon “Tiko Angelos” Sterling. 
One young lady made a decision for Christ. Pray for 
those students who were impacted during this event.
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In IS/IVCF, we want our students to be open about 
their Christianity; not limited to a corner in a room in 
the school, but to be a shining light. As Jesus said, 
“No man puts a candle under a bushel”. As such, in 
Tableland Secondary School, students intentionally 
have ISCF in the cafeteria of the school, where all 
can see what the group is about and students can be 
openly and proudly recognized as Christians. 

1110 GEN SEC. VISISTS
ARANGUEZ NORTH SEC.

ISCF
SOUTH

On the 25th of October, the General Secretary of IS/IVCF, Mr Joel Chryskarsten, vistited Aranguez North 
Secondary School. After teaching two (2) periods of Religious Instruction he then attended the ISCF club 
meeting held during the lunch period. He had a great time interacting with both the teachers and students as 
they made him feel welcomed.

Ms Alicia Giles (far right), a teacher at the school, oficially joined the ISCF club at this meeting. We welcome 
her to the ISCF family. We now have four (4) teachers working with the club, at this school. The president of the 
ISCF club did a presentation on teamwork and the entire club enjoyed the interactive session. Let us continue 
to pray for them, as the ISCF club continues to grow in Christ.

12 13LEVEL UP
2016

IVCF STUDENTS
CALLED TO BAR

Forty-five (45) students attended the third instalment 
of our Level Up Camp! This year was the first time 
we had all three (3) levels available at the same time. 
Twelve (12) students who attended the previous 
two camps were able to complete the programme. 
Level Up is a discipleship camp that is focussed 
on the Lordship of Christ, personal and devotional 
time with God, and helping students reach out to 
their peers. The camp incorporates the use of small 
groups, presentations from guest speakers and 
inductive Bible study sessions. The camp has been 
instrumental in helping our students to Know Christ 
and Make Him Known.  

IS/IVCF extends congratualtions to the law students who were called to the bar this month. We wish you all 
the best in your future and career. Thank you for your contributions to the student ministry work as leaders and 
members of IVCF Hugh Wooding. Photographed above is David Edmund, Shanae Alleyene and Reisa Singh 
(centre in photo on right). 

Photo credit: Trinidad Express.
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WWW.ISIVCFTT.ORG 
34 Mc Donnell Street, Curepe, Trinidad 
PHONE: 868-662-5669  
FAX: 868-662-9040 
EMAIL: isivcftt@gmail.com 

—UPCOMING—
IS/IVCF CHRISTMAS DINNER - 29th December, 2016

IS/IVCF AGM - 28th January, 2017
GRADUATES CONSULTATION - 12th - 15th January, 2017

FACE to FACE TERTIARY CAMP - 12th - 15th January, 2017
IMPACT 2017 (GRENADA) - 27th - 31st July, 2017

On September 27th, the ISCF club at Diego Martin Secondary School officially welcomed the 
new head sponsor, Ms Alicia George. Thanks to the ISCF members who encouraged her to 
be part of the club. Ms George was involved in IVCF at UWI and is a new teacher, who only 
started teaching at the school this term. Both Ms Mendez and Ms Edwards, who are current 
club sponsors, will continue to assist with the club.

This ISCF club continues to be vibrant, thanks to the leadership team, who take charge of the 
sessions. We are looking forward to greater things from this club, under the guidance of Ms 
George. Let us continue to pray for her and our students, as they continue to know Christ and 
make Him known.

NEW SPONSORS
IN NW

RI CHRISTMAS 
TREAT

NE
TRAINING

SAGHS
ISCF

On the Friday 14th October, 2016 Leadership 
Training was conducted in the North East zone. 
Representatives from six (6) clubs were in 
attendance. Topics explored included evangelism, 
“being an effective leader in my ISCF group”, team 
building, leadership roles, and inductive Bible study.  
The students enjoyed these activities and are looking 
forward to the next training.

At the end of every Christmas term, the RI teachers 
usually treat the children of their class.  This treat 
is often sponsored by the kind contributions of local 
businesses and private citizens, who want to spread 
some Christmas cheer to the children. This year, 
snacks, drinks and money were donated by:
1.      Regis Worrell Co. Ltd.
2.      Bas- Tec Entertainment & Electronics 
3.      Price Club Supermarket
4.      Extra Foods Chaguanas
5.      Cindy’s Drugs 
6.      Complete Customs Services

7.      Annabelle’s Variety Store
8.      Ramsingh’s Sports World 
9.      Russell Melville
10.    Bro Ramnath 
11.    Kingdom Cafe
12.    Jy’s Bakery

Inter School Christian Fellowship’s National Religious 
Instruction Co-ordinator, Ann-Marie Harry, wishes 
to thank all of the contributors for their kindness 
towards the children. 

St Augustine Girls’ High school were visited by a 
missionary couple, Micheal & Lisa Neifert of the 
USA, on Tuesday 25th October, 2016.  They shared 
on missions and on the Lord being our Shepherd.  
After the meeting, a salvationcall was extended to 
students and five (5) students made decisions for 
Christ. 

This year, IS/IVCF will be taking a 
different approach to our Christmas 
celebrations. We are asking you, the 
members of IS/IVCF, to send in your 

praise reports and prayer requests so 
that they can be hung on the tree, at the 
Curepe office. Please email your prayers 

to isivcftt@gmail.com.

SEND YOUR 
PRAYER REQUESTS


